
Evening Prayer:  Rite Two 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 

 

Opening Sentence (BCP 115) 

Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before 

him.  Psalm 96:6 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP 116) 

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter (BCP 117) 

Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 

People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 



O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (BCP 118) 

All:  O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O 

Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the 

vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, 

O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

The Psalm Appointed (Psalm 142, BCP 798) 

1 I cry to the Lord with my voice; * 

to the Lord I make loud supplication. 

2 I pour out my complaint before him * 

and tell him all my trouble. 

3 When my spirit languishes within me, you know my path; * 

in the way wherein I walk they have hidden a trap for me. 

4 I look to my right hand and find no one who knows me; * 

I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for me. 

5 I cry out to you, O Lord; * 

I say, "You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living." 

6 Listen to my cry for help, for I have been brought very low; * 

save me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me. 

7 Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your Name; * 

when you have dealt bountifully with me, the righteous will gather around me. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Reader: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  (3:9-14) 

For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 

foundation, and someone else is building on it.  Each builder must choose with care how to 



build on it.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that 

foundation is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, straw—the work of each builder will become visible, for the 

Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of 

work each has done.  If what has been built on the foundation survives, the builder will 

receive a reward. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat (BCP 119) 

All:  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  

 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *  

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him *  

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, *  

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *  

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, *  

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *  

for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

The promise he made to our fathers, *  

to Abraham and his children for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

 



The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel according to John.  (15:18-20) 

 ‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you.  If you 

belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own.  Because you do not belong to 

the world, but I have chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you.  

Remember the word that I said to you, “Servants are not greater than their master.”  If they 

persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. 

 

Homily ................................................................ The Rev. Dr. Mark W. Frazier 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 120) 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers (BCP 121) 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 



who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B (BCP 122) 

Officiant:  That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 

the great judgment seat of Christ,  

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your 

saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

The Collects 

The Collect for Hugh Latimer, Nicholas Ridley, and Thomas Cranmer 

Officiant: Keep us, O Lord, constant in faith and zealous in witness, that, like your servants 

Hugh Latimer, Nicholas Ridley, and Thomas Cranmer we may live in your fear, 

die in your favor, and rest in your peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ (BCP 124) 

Officiant: Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 

companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know 



you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the 

sake of your love. 

All:  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Mission (BCP 124) 

Officiant: O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore:  let the whole earth 

also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men 

and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 125) 

All:  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give 

you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and 

to all whom you have made. 

 We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 

life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 

world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. 

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly 

thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, 

but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking 

before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 126) 

Officiant:  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 



midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 

us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Grace (BCP 126) 

Officiant:  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine:  Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 

in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Ephesians 3:20, 21 

All:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Hagiography 

Hugh Latimer, Bishop and Martyr, Nicholas Ridley, Bishop and Martyr, 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr .... James Kiefer 

When Henry the Eighth of England died, he left three heirs:  his son Edward and his 

two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth.  Edward succeeded to the throne and was a staunch 

Protestant (or at least his advisors were).  Under his rule, the church services, previously in 

Latin, were translated into English, and other changes were made.  When Edward died, the 

throne passed to his sister Mary, who was firmly Roman Catholic in her beliefs.  She 

determined to return England to union with the Pope.  With more diplomacy, she might 

have succeeded.  But she was headstrong and would take no advice.  Her mother had been 

Spanish, and she determined to marry the heir to the throne of Spain, not realizing how 

much her people (of all religious persuasions) feared that this would make England a 

province of the Spanish Empire.  She insisted that the best way to deal with heresy was to 



burn as many heretics as possible.  (It is worth noting that her husband was opposed to this.)  

In the course of a five-year reign, she lost all the English holdings on the continent of 

Europe, she lost the affection of her people, and she lost any chance of a peaceful religious 

settlement in England.  Of the nearly three hundred persons burned by her orders, the most 

famous are the Oxford Martyrs, commemorated today. 

Hugh Latimer was famous as a preacher.  He was Bishop of Worcester 

(pronounced WOOS-ter) in the time of King Henry but resigned in protest against the 

King's refusal to allow the Protestant reforms that Latimer desired.  Latimer's sermons 

speak little of doctrine; he preferred to urge men to upright living and devoutness in prayer.  

But when Mary came to the throne, he was arrested, tried for heresy, and burned together 

with his friend Nicholas Ridley.  His last words at the stake are well known:  "Be of good 

cheer, Master Ridley, and play the man, for we shall this day light such a candle in England 

as I trust by God's grace shall never be put out." 

Nicholas Ridley became an adherent of the Protestant cause while a student at 

Cambridge.  He was a friend of Archbishop Cranmer and became private chaplain first to 

Cranmer and then to King Henry.  Under the reign of Edward, he became bishop of 

Rochester and was part of the committee that drew up the first English Book of Common 

Prayer.  When Mary came to the throne, he was arrested, tried, and burned with Latimer at 

Oxford on 16 October 1555. 

Thomas Cranmer was Archbishop of Canterbury in the days of Henry and 

defended the position that Henry's marriage to Katharine of Aragon (Spain) was null and 

void.  When Edward came to the throne, Cranmer was foremost in translating the worship 

of the Church into English (his friends and enemies agree that he was an extraordinarily 

gifted translator) and securing the use of the new forms of worship.  When Mary came to 

the throne, Cranmer was in a quandary.  He had believed, with a fervor that many people 

today will find hard to understand, that it is the duty of every Christian to obey the 

monarch, and that "the powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13).  As long as the 

monarch was ordering things that Cranmer thought good, it was easy for Cranmer to believe 

that the king was sent by God's providence to guide the people in the path of true religion, 

and that disobedience to the king was disobedience to God.  Now Mary was Queen and 

commanding him to return to the Roman obedience.  Cranmer five times wrote a letter of 

submission to the Pope and to Roman Catholic doctrines, and four times he tore it up.  In 



the end, he submitted.  However, Mary was unwilling to believe that the submission was 

sincere, and he was ordered to be burned at Oxford on 21 March 1556.  At the very end, he 

repudiated his final letter of submission and announced that he died a Protestant.  He said, "I 

have sinned, in that I signed with my hand what I did not believe with my heart.  When the 

flames are lit, this hand shall be the first to burn."  And when the fire was lit around his feet, 

he leaned forward and held his right hand in the fire until it was charred to a stump.  Aside 

from this, he did not speak or move, except that once he raised his left hand to wipe the 

sweat from his forehead. 


