
Evening Prayer:  Rite Two 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 

 

Opening Sentence (BCP 77) 

Officiant: You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 

be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.  Acts 1:8 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP 116) 

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter (BCP 117) 

Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 

People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 



O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (BCP 118) 

All:  O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O 

Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the 

vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, 

O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

The Psalm Appointed (Psalm 100, BCP 729) 

1 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

he himself has made us, and we are his;  

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The First Lesson 

Reader: A reading from the book of Acts. (16:11-15) 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and 

a Roman colony.  We remained in this city for some days.  On the sabbath day we went 

outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat 

down and spoke to the women who had gathered there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a 

worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 

purple cloth.  The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.  When 



she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be 

faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’  And she prevailed upon us. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat (BCP 119) 

All:  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  

 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *  

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him *  

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, *  

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *  

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, *  

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *  

for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

The promise he made to our fathers, *  

to Abraham and his children for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. (15:8-10) 

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  When she has found it, she 

calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin 



that I had lost.”  Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents.’ 

 

Homily ................................................................. The Rev. Dr. Mark W. Frazier 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 120) 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

The Prayers (BCP 121) 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



Suffrages A (BCP 121) 

Officiant:  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

All:  And grant us your salvation. 

Officiant:  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

All:  Let your people sing with joy. 

Officiant:  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

All:  For only in you can we live in safety.  

Officiant:  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

All:  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

Officiant:  Let your way be known upon earth; 

All:  Your saving health among all nations.  

Officiant:  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

All:  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  

Officiant:  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

All:  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

 

The Collects 

A Collect for Lydia 

Officiant: Eternal God, who gives good gifts to all people, and who grants the spirit of 

generosity: Give us, we pray you, hearts that are always open to hear your word, 

that, following the example of your servant Lydia, we may show hospitality to all 

who are in any need or trouble, through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ (BCP 124) 

Officiant: Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 

companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know 

you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the 

sake of your love. 

All:  Amen. 

 



Prayer for Mission (BCP 124) 

Officiant: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 

rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 

the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 125) 

All:  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give 

you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and 

to all whom you have made.  We bless you for our creation, 

preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 

immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 

Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, 

give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our 

lives,  by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 126) 
Officiant:  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 

us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. 

All:  Amen. 
 
 



The Dismissal 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Grace 

Officiant:  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine:  Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 

in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Ephesians 3:20, 21 

All:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hagiography 

Lydia of Thyatira ........................................................................... satucket.com 

Lydia of Thyatira (Greek:  Λυδία) is a woman mentioned in the New Testament 

who is regarded as the first documented convert to Christianity in Europe.  Several Christian 

denominations have designated her a saint. 

The only reference to her is in Acts 16:13-15 (NRSV): 

On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed 

there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who 

had gathered there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, 

was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 

cloth.  The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.  

When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’  And she 

prevailed upon us. 

Lydia was most likely a Greek Macedonian even though she lived in a Roman 

settlement.  She was evidently a well-to-do agent of a purple-dye firm in Thyatira, a city 

southeast of Pergamum and approximately 40 miles inland, across the Aegean Sea from 

Athens.  Lydia insisted on giving hospitality to Apostle Paul and his companions in Philippi.  



They stayed with her until their departure, through Amphipolis and Apollonia, to 

Thessalonica (Acts 16:40-17:1). 

Because these encounters and events take place “in what is now Europe,” Lydia is 

considered “the first ‘European’ Christian convert 

 More at Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia_of_Thyatira 


