Evening Prayer: Rite Two

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Opening Sentence (BCP 115)
Officiant: Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the

morning, and darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and

pours them out upon the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name. Amos 5:8

Confession of Sin (BCP 116)

Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

All:

Priest:

All:

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the

glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.

Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter (BCP 117)
Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.

Peop]e:
All:

O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (BCP 118)

All: O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O
Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the
vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God,
O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The Psalm Appointed (Psalm 18:30-36, BCP 604)
30 With you I will break down an enclosure; *
with the help of my God I will scale any wall.
31  As for God, his ways are perfect; the words of the Lord are tried in the fire; *
he is a shield to all who trust in him.
32  For who is God, but the Lord? *
who is the Rock, except our God?
33 Itis God who girds me about with strength *
and makes my way secure.
34 He makes me sure-footed like a deer *
and lets me stand firm on the heights.
35  He trains my hands for battle *
and my arms for bending even a bow of bronze.
36  You have given me your shield of victory; *
your right hand also sustains me; your loving care makes me great.
All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

Reader: A reading from the book of Acts. (18:1-4, 18-21, 24-28)

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he found a Jew named
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and, because he was of

the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together—by trade they were



tentmakers. Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try to convince Jews
and Greeks.

After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the believers and
sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for
he was under a vow. When they reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself
went into the synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. When they asked him to stay
longer, he declined; but on taking leave of them, he said, ‘I will return to you, if God wills.’
Then he set sail from Ephesus.

Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria. He was an
eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the Way of the
Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things concerning
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained the
Way of God to him more accurately. And when he wished to cross over to Achaia, the
believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. On his arrival he
greatly helped those who through grace had become believers, for he powerfully refuted the
Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the Messiah is Jesus.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Song of Mary Magny(i'cat (BCP 119)

All: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *



and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *

and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *

for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *

to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Reader: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. (24:28-35)

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at
the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

Homily ... The Rev. Dr. Mark W. Frazier

The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 120)

All:  Tbelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers (BCP 121)

Officiant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Officiant: Let us pray.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A (BCP 121)

Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord,;

All: And grant us your salvation.

Officiant: - Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

All: Let your people sing with joy.

Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

All: For only in you can we live in safety.
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;

All: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant:  Let your way be known upon earth;

All: Your saving health among all nations.
Officiant:  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

All: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.



Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;
All: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collects

The Collect for Priscilla and Aquila

Officiant: - God of grace and might, who gave to your servants Aquila and Priscilla gifts of
zeal and eloquence to make known the truth of the Gospel: Raise up, we pray, in
every country, heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, so that the world may
know the immeasurable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All: Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils (BCP 123)

Officiant:  Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ.

All: Amen.

A Prayer for Mission (BCP 124)
Officiant: O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: let the whole earth
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men

and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ

our Lord.
All: Amen.
Announcements

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 125)

All: -~ Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving—kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.



We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by Walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 126)

Officiant:

All:

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting.

Amen.

The Dismissal

Oﬁriciant:
All:

Grace
Officiant:

All:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Ephesians 3:20, 21

Amen.



Hagiography
Priscilla and Aquila, Co-workers of the Apostle Paul ....................... James Kiefer

When Paul came to Corinth (probably in the year 50), he met Priscilla (or Prisca)
and her husband Aquila, tentmakers by trade like Paul, Jewish, and just arrived from Rome,
from which city the Emperor Claudius had recently expelled the Jewish community. (The
Roman historian Suetonius tells us that Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome because they
were rioting on account of someone named Chrestus -- presumably referring to disputes
between Christian and non-Christian Jews.) It is not clear whether Aquila and Priscilla were
already Christians before meeting Paul or were converted by his preaching. After eighteen
months, the three of them went together to Ephesus, where Priscilla and Aquila remained
while Paul continued to Antioch. Soon after, a man named Apollos came to Ephesus, who
had heard and believed a portion of the Christian message, and was promoting that belief
with eloquent preaching, based on a thorough knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures. Aquila
and Priscilla befriended him and explained the Gospel to him more fully, after which he
continued to preach with even greater effectiveness.

Priscilla and Aquila were apparently in Rome when Paul wrote to that congregation,
and in Ephesus with Timothy when Paul wrote his last letter to Timothy. When Paul wrote
to the Corinthians from Ephesus, he joined their greetings with his own. Clearly they were
dear to Paul and were earnest and effective in spreading the Good News of Christ and His
saving work. Altogether, Aquila and Priscilla are mentioned six times in the New
Testament (Acts 18:2,18,26; Romans 16:3; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19), and the
reader will note that in the odd-numbered mentions, Aquila's name comes first, while in the
even-numbered mentions, Priscilla's comes first, as if to emphasize that they are being
mentioned on equal terms.

In 1 Timothy 2:12, Paul writes: "I do not permit a woman to instruct or command a
man." Jerome, writing over 3 centuries later, mentions a woman he knew, the Lady Paula,
who was well equipped to discuss theology and the Scriptures, but who, in discussions with
men, instead of simply saying what she thought, would innocently remark, "You know, that
reminds me of something I once heard a man say -- his opinion was that...." Thus, she
avoided the appearance of being a woman teaching a man and yet got her point across. Now
the Greek GYNE can mean either "woman" or "wife", and the Greek ANER (ANDRO-)

can mean either "man" or "husband". Thus Paul may have meant, "I do not permit a wife



to teach or command her husband." In interpreting his meaning, it is perhaps worth noting
that we are told that Priscilla and Aquila, acting jointly, instructed Apollos in the Gospel,
and there is no hint in the text that Aquila did all the talking while Priscilla hovered in the
background and kept them supplied with sandwiches and coffee.

(Note: "Priscilla" is the diminutive form of "Prisca", as "Johnny" is the diminutive

"

form of "John". Literally, it means "little Prisca." Diminutives are more common in many
foreign languages (Latin, Spanish, Russian, Greek) than in English. They can denote

affection, or distinguish from an older person, especially a relative, with the same name.)



