
Evening Prayer:  Rite Two 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 

 

Opening Sentence (BCP 115) 

Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before 

him.  Psalm 96:6 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP 116) 

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter (BCP 117) 

Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 

People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

 



O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (BCP 118) 

All:  O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O 

Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the 

vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, 

O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

The Psalm Appointed (Psalm 114, BCP 756) 

1 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 

the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 

and Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 

Jordan turned and went back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 

and the little hills like young sheep. 

5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *O 

 Jordan, that you turned back? 

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 

you little hills like young sheep? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 

and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Reader: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.  (14:7-12) 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we live to 

the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 



are the Lord’s.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both 

the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister?  Or you, why do you despise 

your brother or sister?  For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God.  11For it is 

written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give 

praise to God.’  So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis (BCP 120) 

All:  Lord, you now have set your servant free 

 to go in peace as you have promised; 

 For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,  

 whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

 A Light to enlighten the nations,  

 and the glory of your people Israel. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel according to Mark.  (13:32-37) 

 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  It 

is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 

with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  Therefore, keep 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all:  Keep awake.’ 

 

Homily ................................................................. The Rev. Dr. Mark W. Frazier 

 



The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 120) 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers (BCP 121) 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B (BCP 122) 

Officiant:  That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 



Officiant:  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 

the great judgment seat of Christ,  

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your 

saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

The Collects 

The Collect for Jeremy Taylor 

Officiant: O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be numbered: 

Make us, like your servant Jeremy Taylor, deeply aware of the shortness and 

uncertainty of human life; and let your Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and 

righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All:  Amen. 

 

A Collect for Protection (BCP 124) 

Officiant: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 

labor, and the repose of the dead:  We thank you for the blessings of the day that 

is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night.  Bring us in 

safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  

All:  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Mission (BCP 125) 

Officiant: O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence:  Send forth 

upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your 

abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

 



Announcements 

 

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 125) 

All:  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

 for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

 to us and to all whom you have made. 

 We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

 and all the blessings of this life; 

 but above all for your immeasurable love 

 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

 not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

 by giving up our selves to your service, 

 and by walking before you 

 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 126) 

Officiant:  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 

us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 



All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Grace 

Officiant:  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 

All:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hagiography 

Jeremy Taylor, Bishop & Theologian ............................................... James Kiefer 

Jeremy Taylor was born at Cambridge in 1613 and ordained in 1633.  In the years 

between 1633 and the ascendency of the Puritans in 1645, he was a Fellow of two 

Cambridge colleges, and chaplain to Archbishop Laud and to King Charles.  Under Puritan 

rule, he was imprisoned three times and forced into retirement as a family chaplain in 

Wales.  After the Restoration, in 1661, he became Bishop of Down and Connor in Ireland.  

Among his many books on theological, moral, and devotional subjects, the best known are 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living (1650) and The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying 

(1651), usually cited simply as Holy Living and Holy Dying.  

Many readers, including Charles Wesley a century later, have reported finding these 

books of great spiritual benefit.  Another work of his, Liberty of Prophesying, argues for 

freedom of conscience and freedom of speech in a religious context.  Being stationed in an 

area that was largely Roman Catholic, he was, perhaps inevitably, drawn into controversy, 

and he wrote a book called Dissuasion (or Dissuasive) against Popery.   

One of the prayers for the Visitation of the Sick as found in the Book of Common 

Prayer (p 316 in the 1928 American edition) was written by Taylor.  It reads as follows:  

O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be 

numbered; Make us, we beseech thee, deeply sensible of the shortness and 

uncertainty of human life; and let thy Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and 

righteousness all our days: that, when we shall have served thee in our generation, 



we may be gathered unto our fathers, having the testimony of a good conscience; in 

the communion of the Catholic Church; in the confidence of a certain faith; in the 

comfort of a reasonable, religious, and holy hope; in favour with thee our God, and 

in perfect charity with the world.  All which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


