
Evening Prayer:  Rite Two 

Thursday, November 12, 2026 

 

Opening Sentence (BCP 116) 

Officiant: If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to 

night,” darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; 

darkness and light to you are both alike.  Psalm 139:10,11 

 

Confession of Sin (BCP 116) 

Officiant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 

us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter (BCP 117) 

Officiant:  O God, make speed to save us. 

People:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 



O Gracious Light Phos hilaron (BCP 118) 

All:  O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O 

Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the 

vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, 

O Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

The Psalm Appointed (Psalm 108:1-6, BCP 749) 

1 My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; * 

I will sing and make melody. 

2 Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; * 

I myself will waken the dawn. 

3 I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord; * 

I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

4 For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, * 

and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

5 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, * 

and your glory over all the earth. 

6 So that those who are dear to you may be delivered, * 

save with your right hand and answer me. 

All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Reader: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  (3:7-12) 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 

given to me by the working of his power.  Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 

and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 

created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  This was in 



accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 

whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis (BCP 120) 

All:  Lord, you now have set your servant free 

 to go in peace as you have promised; 

 For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,  

 whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

 A Light to enlighten the nations,  

 and the glory of your people Israel. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.  (22:1-14) 

 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:  ‘The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his slaves to call those 

who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.  Again he sent 

other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited:  Look, I have prepared my dinner, 

my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 

wedding banquet.”  But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 

business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them.  The king was 

enraged.  He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he 

said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  Go therefore 

into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.”  Those slaves 

went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 

But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a 



wedding robe?”  And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.”  For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 

 

Homily ................................................................ The Rev. Dr. Mark W. Frazier 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (BCP 120) 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers (BCP 121) 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



Suffrages B (BCP 122) 

Officiant:  That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 

the great judgment seat of Christ,  

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

Officiant:  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your 

saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

All:  We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

The Collects 

The Collect for Charles Simeon 

Officiant: Loving God, whose unerring wisdom and unbounded love order all things: Grant 

us in all things to see your hand; that, following the example and teaching of your 

servant Charles Simeon, we may walk with Christ in all simplicity and serve you 

with a quiet and contented mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

A Collect for Protection (BCP 124) 

Officiant: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 

labor, and the repose of the dead:  We thank you for the blessings of the day that 

is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night.  Bring us in 

safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  

All:  Amen. 



Prayer for Mission (BCP 124) 

Officiant: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 

rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 

the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

The General Thanksgiving (BCP 125) 

All:  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give 

you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and 

to all whom you have made. 

 We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 

life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 

world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. 

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly 

thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, 

but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking 

before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP 126) 

Officiant:  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 

us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. 

All:  Amen. 



Dismissal 

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Grace 

Officiant:  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 

All:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hagiography 

Charles Simeon, Teacher, Promoter of Missionary Work ................... James Kiefer 

Two hundred years ago, students at the English Universities were required to attend 

church regularly, and to receive the Holy Communion at least once a year.  This latter 

requirement often had bad effects, in that it encouraged hypocrisy and an irreverent 

reception of the sacrament.  Occasionally, however, it had a very good effect, as with the 

Cambridge student Charles Simeon.  He wrote:  "On 29 January 1779 I came to college.  

On 2 February I understood that at division of term I must attend the Lord's Supper.  The 

Provost absolutely required it.  Conscience told me that, if I must go, I must repent and 

turn to God." 

By this experience his life was transformed.  Upon finishing his college work he was 

ordained, and shortly appointed chaplain of Holy Trinity, Cambridge, where he remained 

for 55 years, until shortly before his death on 12 November 1836.  His ministry helped to 

transform the lives of many undergraduates, of whom we may mention two in particular.  

Henry Martyn (see 19 Oct), inspired by Simeon, abandoned his intention of going into law 

and instead devoted his life and his considerable talents to preaching the Gospel in India and 

Persia.  William Wilberforce (20 July), also led in part by Simeon's ministry of teaching and 

example, devoted his life to the abolition of slavery throughout the British Empire.  



Simeon's enthusiasm and zeal brought him much ridicule and abuse, which he bore 

uncomplainingly.  Though he himself remained in one place, his influence extended through 

the Anglican world. 

 


